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The theological schools in central Maghreb before the

dominance of Ash'arism.
Dr. Mohammed Abdel Halim Bichi. Qatar University.
Abstract
This study investigates the theological schools that flourished in the central
Maghreb prior to the ascendancy of Ash‘arism in the 5th century Hijri. It examines
leading figures, intellectual currents, and regional dynamics, while tracing the

doctrinal transformations that ultimately led to the predominance of Ash‘arism. The
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research applies descriptive historical and critical analytical methods, combining the
study of events and texts with an examination of original manuscripts, city records,
and theological, juridical, and disputational writings. The period covered extends
from the mid-2nd century Hijri to the early Hammadid era, when scholarly
authority shifted decisively toward Ash‘arism. Findings reveal early intellectual
convergence between the Islamic West and East in adapting doctrinal opinions into
political projects. The study highlights strong cultural and scholarly links among the
three Maghrebi regions and Andalusia, as well as the crucial role of Maliki
jurisprudence in facilitating Ash‘arism’s acceptance as the dominant doctrinal
stance. It also underscores the relative tolerance extended to Ibadi communities,
which faced limited suppression compared to the Ismailis, who often endured
coercion. Meanwhile, schools such as the Mu‘tazila and the Saffarites declined
largely due to internal disputes or lack of political support. Overall, the research
provides a comprehensive overview of Algeria’s theological landscape before
Ash‘arism’s consolidation, illustrating the interplay of scholarship, politics, and
jurisprudence in shaping the region’s doctrinal identity.
Keywords: Theological schools, central Maghreb, Mu'tazila, Ibadism, Ismailism,
Maliki’s.
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