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The Chronological Order of the Prophets in the Qur'anic Qasas

A Contextual Analytical Study of Selected Surahs

Dr. Ahmed Miftah Izrebet
Department of Da‘wah, Imamate, and Preaching, Faculty of Da‘wah and Fundamentals of
Religion, Alasmarya Islamic University, Libya

Abstract

This study investigates the phenomenon of the chronological order of prophets in
the Quranic narratives. It examines the chapters in which this order is maintained, as
well as those in which the sequence diverges, aiming to uncover the rhetorical and
thematic wisdom underlying the Quran’s narrative structure.

Adopting an inductive-analytical approach, the research traces key chapters—such
as Al-A‘raf, Hud, Al-Hajj, Ash-Shu‘ara, and Al-Qamar—where the prophets are
mentioned in historically coherent succession, showing how this order serves the
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thematic unity of each surah. The second part of the study explores chapters where the
chronological sequence is not observed, demonstrating that such deviations are
deliberate, often highlighted through stylistic indicators, and serve deeper rhetorical or
pedagogical goals.

The research draws on the insights of leading commentators such as Ibn Ashur,
Sayyid Qutb, and Sa‘id Hawwa, as well as contributions from the Encyclopedia of
Thematic Interpretation. It concludes that the chronological pattern in Quranic stories is
neither absent nor haphazard, but rather purposefully employed to support the Quran’s
overarching objectives, and that such narrative choices reflect a layer of rhetorical
precision deserving further exploration.

Keywords: Qur’anic Qasas — Chronological Order — Qur’anic Context — Prophets
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