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Abstract

The aim of this research is to explore the role that small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) play in reducing unemployment in Libyan society and providing job opportunities
within the community. The study relied on relevant sources, references, and reports, in
addition to some studies related to the topic of the research. The study reached several
conclusions, including the importance of benefiting from the experiences and expertise of
other countries, such as Japan and Malaysia, and attempting to bring in experts from such
countries. Additionally, it is essential to enact laws and policies that encourage the
development of comprehensive and long-term plans to support these projects. A key finding
is the need to establish a link between these projects and the outputs of educational
institutions, such as universities, institutes, and research centers. The research also
highlighted the significant difference in the role of SMEs between developed countries and
Arab countries, particularly noting that nearly 51% of the U.S. gross domestic product
(GDP) comes from such enterprises, alongside 50% in India. Furthermore, the study pointed
out the high unemployment rates in the Arab world, which have reached approximately
14%, emphasizing the necessity for these countries to adopt similar projects to mitigate this
phenomenon.
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