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THE MOVEMENT OF THE LIBYAN TRIBES AND THEIR RESISTANCE TO THE
BYZANTINE OCCUPATION IN NORTH AFRICA THROUGH THE EPIC OF THE LIBYAN-
ROMAN WAR BY THE POET CORIPUS

Dr. Muftah Mohammed Altajori
Department of History Faculty of Arts, Al Asmariya Islamic University, Libya

Abstract

This research aims to re-study and distribute the movement of the Libyan tribes in
the Byzantine era, through the large geographical area controlled by these tribes from the
Nile Valley in the east to the Tunisian interior in the west. The importance of studying the
movement and migrations of the Libyan tribes also lies in shedding light on the state of the
great clash between them and The Byzantine occupation continued its long wars with these
tribes, especially in the first years of its presence in North Africa. The epic of the Libyan—
Roman (Byzantine) war by the African poet Corybus is considered one of the most important
Byzantine sources for studying the Libyan tribes, their customs and traditions, as well as
their long conflict with the Byzantine forces in the middle of the sixth century AD. The
analytical narrative approach will be relied upon in presenting the history of the movements
of the Libyan tribes and their repeated migrations east and west and to the interior regions
deep into the desert, in addition to comparing the texts of this poetic epic with other

Byzantine sources.
Keywords: Libyan tribes, Byzantine occupation, migrations, coribus
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