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Believers and Disbelievers among Muslim Philosophers concerning
Physical Resurrection (Al Kindi and Ibn Sina) as a Model

FATHI ABD-EL-RAHMAN MOHMMAD ATTIA EL-HOUFY

FACULTY OF SHARIA AND ISLAMIC STUDIES AT AL QASIMIA UNIVERSITY UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES

Abstract

This paper aims to elaborate on the concept of physical resurrection for Muslims, and stress the
importance its knowledge. The research also provides a general insight into the views of
Muslim schools on both physical and spiritual resurrection, followed by a detailed exposition
of Al-Kindi’s view and evidence as a proponent of physical resurrection. On the other hand,
Avicenna’s argument against physical resurrection will examined. The research adopts the
comparative analytical approach. As a result, it is concluded that Al-Kindi used both the Shari’
texts and reason. In that way, he established the Qur’anic facts with deep understanding; while
solidly proving physical resurrection and firmly refuting the misconceptions of its opponents
in a highly philosophical manner. The research also addressed the Muslim philosophers’ denial
of physical resurrection, mainly Avicenna, while handling the hermeneutical interpretation of
the Qur’anic verses on this topic. In fact, such approach adopted by philosophers furthered the
disagreement among scholastists and philosophers; thus, kindling the flame of reciprocate
accusation of blasphemy. In this regard, this paper highlighted the perils brought by such
accusation against those holding variant views stressing that such an attitude must be stopped
and confined only to specialized scholars.

Keywords: Resurrection, Physical, Muslim Philosophers, Al-Kindi, Avicenna, blasphemy.
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