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The research environment of the students has also been a subject
of enquiry by previous researchers ... the (Committee of Vice-
Chancellors and Principals) CVCP (1996) also suggests postgraduate
courses be offered only in areas where an institutions has an appropriate
research environment (such as having other researchers with whom to
interact); the associated infrastructure (including relevant equipment,
learning resources and other infrastructure) in relevant subject areas;
regular monitoring and assessment of progress; and finally relevant and
necessary facilities to be available for the whole calendar year.
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Mckeachie et al. (1986, p. 63) note that "the best answer to the
question 'what is the most effective method of teaching?' is that it
depends on the goal, the student, the content, and the teacher. But the
next best answer is 'student teaching other students". One of the reasons
for low academic performance and dropping out of collage is the

minimum interaction of students with their peers and faculty (Daly and

Kreiser, 1992).
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:Buttery et al., 2005, pp. 8-9
® Category (1): Supervisory style reflected in level of direction; regular

meeting; making time for student; allowing students to develop original
ideas; flexibility in project choice; encouraging ideas and individuality;
and to a lesser extent promoting close interaction with other academics;
assistance in conference attendance and publishing before completion of

PhD candidature.
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@ Category (2): Supervisor competence with respect to student project as
reflected in scientific competence; familiarity with the relevant academic
literature; expertise in the area of the project; and awareness of science
overseas.

® Category (3): Supervisor characteristic and attitude as reflected in
approachability and friendliness; being supportive and positive, being
open-minded and prepared to acknowledge error; being organized,
thorough, stimulating and conveying enthusiasm. Other areas of
importance may be political compatibility and lack of obsession in
supervisor with wealth and recognition.

® Category (4): Supervisor academic and intellectual standing as
reflected in an ability to be a creative/flexible thinker, intellectual
excellence; consistent involvement in own research; good publisher
record; seeking/achieving external funding; and to a lesser extent being
professionally interactive and influential in the department.
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