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The Extent of External Auditors’ Awareness of Big Data and Its Role in
Improving the Quality of Auditing in Libya

(A Field Study on External Auditors in the City of Tripoli)

Shukri Amer!, Mahmoud Elmahjob?
1.2 Department of Accounting, Faculty of Economics, Al-Merqib University
Abstract
The study aims to identify the big data (B.D) in terms of its concept, importance, advantages, the
most important challenges facing its use, analysis the role of improving the quality of the auditing
profession and the awareness of the Libyan external auditors of B.D. The problem of the study is
"To what extent are external auditors aware of B.D and its role in improving the profession in Libya?
Descriptive and analytical approach was used to analyze the results. Results showed that external
auditors are aware of the nature of B.D, and its importance lies in the availability of easy access to a
wide range of data. External auditors are aware of the challenges facing the use of B.D in auditing,
the lack of standards for determining the size of this data and the multiplicity of its types and sizes
and the large amount of information that may affect privacy. Its role in improving the quality of
auditing was high, and this role lies in helping auditors improve the auditing process, improving the
suitability feature, in addition to improving the auditing process for companies' financial statements.
The study recommends to alert auditors to make attempts to understand the characteristics of B.D to
improve the profession, suggestions to professional organizations to establish standards that may
benefiting from B.D, the need to provide programs to ensure that B.D is secure, and provide

necessary technologies to deal with B.D.

Keywords: big data, big data analysis, external auditor, quality of the auditing profession.
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